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1 The term used in this context was introduced by Robert Helvey. “Political
defiance” is nonviolent struggle (protest, noncooperation, and intervention)
applied defiantly and actively for political purposes. The term originated in
response to the confusion and distortion created by equating nonviolent
struggle with pacifism and moral or religious “nonviolence.” “Defiance”
denotes a deliberate challenge to authority by disobedience, allowing no
room for submission. “Political defiance” describes the environment in
which the action is employed (political) as well as the objective (political
power). The term is used principally to describe action by populations to
regain from dictatorships control over governmental institutions by
relentlessly attacking their sources of power and deliberately using strategic
planning and operations to do so. In this paper, political defiance, nonviolent
resistence, and nonviolent struggle will be used interchangeably, although
the later two terms generally refer to struggles with a broader range of
objectives (social, economic, psychological, etc.).
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Forthcoming.
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(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1990).
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