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" The term used in this context was introduced by Robert Helvey. "Political defiance" is nonviolent struggle
(protest, noncooperation, and intervention) applied defiantly and actively for political purposes. The term
originated in response to the confusion and distortion created by equating nonviolent struggle with pacifism
and moral or religious "nonviolence." "Defiance" denotes a deliberate challenge to authority by
disobedience, allowing no room for submission. "Political defiance" describes the environment in which
the action is employed (political) as well as the objective (political power). The term is used principally to
describe action by populations to regain from dictatorships control over governmental institutions by
relentlessly attacking their sources of power and deliberately using strategic planning and operations to do
so. In this paper, political defiance, nonviolent resistence, and nonviolent struggle will be used
interchangeably, although the later two terms generally refer to struggles with a broader range of objectives
(social, economic, psychological, etc.).
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? John Austin, Lectures on Jurisprudence or the Philosophy of Positive Law (Fifth edition, revised and
edited by Robert Campbell, 2 vol., London: John Murray, 1911 [1861], Vol. I, p. 296.

1% Niccolo Machiavelli, "The Discourses on the First Ten Books of Livy," in The Discourses of Niccolo
Machiavelli (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1950), Vol. I, p. 254.
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" Recommended full length studies are Gene Sharp, The Politics of Nonviolent Action, (Boston,
Massachusettes: Poter Sargent, 1973) and Peter Ackerman and Christopher Kruegler, Strategic Nonviolent
Conflict, (Westport, Connecticut: Praeger, 1994). Also see Gene Sharp, Waging Nonviolent Struggle:
Twentieth Century Practice and Twenty-First Century Potential. Forthcoming.
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